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New South Tyneside base for Global Heavy Lift and Mooring 
Experts 
  
Goleta, CA: May 19, 2025  –  Bardex, a leading global provider of heavy-duty marine 
engineering solutions has set up a new base in South Tyneside. 
  
US-based Bardex - which specialises in heavy lifting, transfer, and mooring equipment for the 
shipbuilding and repair and offshore sectors - appointed former Port of Tyne Commercial 
Director, Ian Finch as Director of Business Development to head up its UK operations and is 
opening its new UK base at the Quadrus Centre, Boldon. 
  
This will become the company’s regional base for developing markets in Europe, the Middle 
East, and Africa (EMEA), with Bardex selecting the borough for its proud maritime engineering 
traditions and considerable strengths in the shipping and offshore wind sectors. 
  
Bardex plans to develop additional UK-based engineering and manufacturing capacity for its 
hydraulic chain jacks, mooring connectors, and tensioning solutions to support floating offshore 
wind, oil & gas, shipbuilding and repair, and decommissioning projects throughout the EMEA 
region. 
  
“The Quadrus Centre is the perfect location for us to establish our UK office, putting us at the 
heart of offshore wind development, surrounded by maritime sector businesses and also within 
a stone’s throw from all major regional A-roads, ports, and Newcastle Airport,” said Ian. 
  
“After consulting for Bardex throughout 2024, I was delighted to accept a permanent position 
with this dynamic, fast-growing company. I’m now focused on developing our market in this 
region of the world, which offers huge growth opportunities for us.” 
  
“The South Tyneside Business Investment Team has been incredible in its support; helping us 
find a great location, get set up, and also plan ahead as we look to grow and recruit in the 
borough.” 
  



Bardex is headquartered in Santa Barbara, California and has offices and representatives 
worldwide along with manufacturing facilities. It’s signature products include: 

• The OmniLift™ - a lifting platform used to launch and recover ships, submarines, and 
floating wind turbines 

• The OmniCrane™ - a novel crane solution enabling floating wind turbine integration to 
be undertaken safely and quickly on the quay 

• The OmniDock™ - a mobile, floating dock with an integrated OmniLift™ platform 
• The BarMoor™ Quick Connector and BarLatch® fairlead chain stopper with the patented 

Off Vessel Tensioning method provide “No Persons on Board” mooring for safe, rapid 
connection, disconnection, and tensioning of floating assets 

  
South Tyneside Council has supported Bardex Energy UK’s move to the Quadrus and is 
working with Ian to help ensure the new operation enjoys a soft landing at its new UK HQ. 
  
Cllr Margaret Meling, South Tyneside Council lead member for economic growth and transport, 
said: “It’s fantastic that the borough can attract these global companies and we’re here to 
support and help them grow.” 
  
“Bardex is a globally recognised leader in its field and helping attract them to South Tyneside is 
a major coup for the borough and I’m certain they will develop and flourish in the EMEA region 
with Ian at the helm.” 
  
Ends. 
  
About Bardex: 
Bardex provides novel engineering insights and designs, prototypes, and manufactures 
proprietary equipment to solve the marine industry’s heaviest challenges. For over 60 years – 
and 300+ projects for shipyards, oil and gas companies, and the burgeoning offshore wind 
industry – the Bardex mindset has always been to be a trusted, collaborative partner whose first 
step in any project is to understand exactly what the client needs to accomplish. That approach 
has produced more than 20 patents, many repeat clients, and countless innovations that make 
the seemingly impossible possible, while improving safety, efficiency, and profitability for a 
diverse range of applications. Bardex manufacturing facilities are ISO 9001, ISO 14001, and 
ISO 45001 certified. To learn more, visit https://www.bardex.com 
  
 


